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Our Mission
The Octagon Center for the Arts 
encourages interaction and 
creative self-expression by 
providing inclusive opportunities 
and spaces that bring people 
together through art.

*Revised in 2019.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Looking back at fiscal year 2022-23, I am so grateful for the continued support for the 
Octagon’s programs. Thank you to our individual donors and corporate partners who have 
made contributions to the Octagon Center for the Arts. As an organization, we were still 
rebounding from fewer classes and events due to the pandemic. Our non-profit is 
centered around offering programs, events and special creative opportunities to the 
public. Without program income, the budget can be drastically affected. One highlight of 
the last fiscal year is we had a full year of regular programming back on the schedule! Art 
outreach programs have seen a positive increase. Thanks to support from the group 100 
Women Who Care in Ames, the Octagon was awarded $6,700 for outreach programs, 
especially the Boys & Girls Club.

I want to acknowledge the wonderful staff at the Octagon, who pour their heart and 
energy into offering great classes, exhibits, and events to the general public. Observing 
their passion for the arts is truly inspiring.

We are excited for new opportunities to provide art experiences in the coming fiscal year.  
I welcome you to sign up for a class, volunteer for an event, view an exhibit or purchase 
some great gifts in the Octagon shop.

Thank you again for your continued support for the Octagon Center for the Arts.

With gratitude,
Heather Johnson

Executive Director
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The Octagon Center for the Arts began as the 
dream for a special place to foster the arts in 
Ames, IA. In Late 1965, four incredible women 
came together to make that dream a reality. They 
rented the center’s namesake octagonal house 
(shown below), drew up a logo like the one to the 
left, and scheduled classes and exhibits for the up 
coming year. On January 23rd, 1966, with the help 

 of many artists and volunteers, they opened the 
doors of their octagonal art center to an astounding 500+ person crowd!

By 1968, the Octagon was beginning to out grow the octagonal house. Every room 
was being rented to artists and instructors. They were able to move to the 2nd floor 
of a Main Street business in 1969. Then, just a handful of years later, they 
expanded again into the Masonic Building on Douglas Ave. And finally, in 1978, the 
Octagon purchased all four floors of the Masonic Building and transitioned all 
programming to the new location. Through sponsorships, donations, volunteers, 
and a lot of hard work, the center was able to remodel the interior to include a 
basement ceramics studio and a 2nd floor dance studio. 

Though the octagonal house no longer stands and the 
times have changed, the Octagon Center for the Arts 
continues to be an integral part of arts education and 
community outreach in Ames. We are inspired, every day, 
by the four women who had the vision and passion to 
create something new for their community. Now it is our 
turn to envision something new to serve the community.

57 years of the Octagon

Our Wonder Founders
The Octagon was the vision of 
four women dedicated to 
promoting the arts in Ames: 
Veronika Ruedenberg, 
Martha Benson, Priscilla Sage 
and Janet Harris Squires.

(pictured left to right).
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3rd Floor Artists Studios Project: 
Feedback from surveys and focus groups with local artists shed light on one recurring 
theme in Ames: there was the lack of affordable studio space for creatives. Based on this, 
the Octagon decided to convert some underutilized space on the 3rd floor into 5 private 
artist studio spaces (Sweeney Gallery and part of the old kitchen). The Main Gallery on the 
3rd floor is also being transitioned into co-working space for artists. The open floor plan 
studio space (no barriers or dividers currently used to separate studios) lends more to 
cooperative creative practices and community building for creatives in Ames.

The City of Ames awarded the Octagon a capital arts grant of $170,000 to help with this 
project. With additional funds raised from other private donors (Thank you!), the total 
project budget is $310,000. The Octagon is working with 10Fold Architecture and Harold 
Pike Construction to make these studios become a reality! The current goal is to have the 
studios completed by January 2024, just in time for the new year! There is a wait list of 
artists wanting to use the private studios at affordable rental rates as well as for those who 
would like to utilize the co-working studio space. 

THIRD FLOOR

We’re eager to complete the 3rd 
floor project and be able to 
offer the opportunity for 10+ 
artists to have both private 
and shared spaces to practice 
and create their art, as well as 
be able to share their art and 
creativity with the community! 



6

INITIATIVE

3 r d  Floor -  Before

3 r d  Floor - After

** Hash-shaded spaces are those that are currently planned to be renovated. 
     This only includes the Kitchen and Sweeney Gallery spaces. 
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COMMUNITY GALLERY

Our Curator in Residence:  Vivian M. Cook
January 2022 – December 2022

Vivian M. Cook, originally from the mountains of Arizona, is a community-
engaged performing artist. During her time at the Octagon, Vivian was 
pursuing Master’s degrees in Community Development and Sustainable 
Agriculture, as well as a graduate certificate in Youth Program Management 
and Evaluation. We cannot be more grateful that she could share her time 
with us!

Vivian organized and curated our January 2023 exhibit, [UNTITLED]. In this 
exhibit, artist Tiffany Antone, and a community of artists with shared 
experiences of breast cancer, showcased visual, literary, and performance 
artwork, as well as interactive art-making opportunities for the Ames 
community. 

253 11
Exhibited Artists in 

Solo & Group Exhibits
Shows in our

Community Gallery

2022 was a year of change for the galleries at the Octagon due to 3rd floor renovations 
turning the Main Gallery into our new co-working studios. Even with less space, we were 
still able to fill our Community Gallery with incredible and moving shows. We’re extremely 
honored to be able work with each of the artists that exhibited with us this past season, 
and are excited to see what this new year of artists will bring to the community! 

Our exhibit in September 2022 was a little different than our standard gallery shows. The 
OUT exhibit was shown outside of the Octagon in several community spaces within 
Downtown Ames. These included the Ames History Museum, the Ames Public Library, 
Back Alley House Plants, Dog-Eared Books, Heroic Ink, Little Woods Herbal, and London 
Underground. Thank you to our community and the artists for sharing their work, and our 
juror, aj castle, for taking the time to help extend an invitation to connect to the 
LGBTQIA+ community with authenticity.

-- Casey Bridgham, Gallery & Communications Director



  ARTIST EXHIBIT TITLE OPENING – CLOSING DATES

Various Member Artists 2nd Annual Member Show July 9 – August 13, 2022

Various Artists Work-In-Progress August 20 – October 1, 2022

Various Artists OUT September 1 – 30, 2022

Andrew Clarridge & Matthew Terry Layers of Reality October 8 – November 12, 2022

Dawn Wahlford What’s the Buzz? November 19 – December 24, 2022

Tiffany Antone + Various Artists
[UNTITLED]: How a breast cancer survivor 
learned to say goodbye to her boobs

January 5 – 21, 2023

Cynthia O’Hern Snáithin Bainneanach / Feminine Fiber January 30 – February 25, 2023

Various Artists Octagonal: The All-Media Show March 3 – April 8, 2023

Various Artists Elem/MS/HS Annual Student Show April 17  - May 13, 2023

Leo Bird The Words He Cannot Say May 22 – June 22, 2023

Various Member Artists 3rd Annual Member Show June 26 – July 22, 2023
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THE OCTAGON SHOP

This fiscal year did not beat the previous fiscal year in sales but it can be clearly seen that it was 
still a strong year, as shown in the graph to the right. COVID was a terrible and scary period, and 
continues to effect us, but it also showed our community the importance of small businesses. And 
our community definitely stepped up and continues to do so!

In comparison, 2021-2022 was a record breaking year nearly every single month. This fiscal year, 
sales slowed during the summer and fall months, which were below the corresponding months the 
previous year. However, December sales were wonderful and beat all previous Decembers! May and 
June also showed stronger sales leaving us hopeful that this upcoming fiscal year will also be a 

groundbreaking year and we can keep our sales 
strong.

Art Supplies, which were added in 2021-2022, saw a 
significant increase. Sales would have been higher 
but the economic bounce back from COVID related 
supply and demand issues didn’t allow us the 
freedoms to increase our selection. Though, looking 
forward, wholesale prices have come down and with 
a large interest in our carrying more art supplies 
from artists, we plan to expand on what we’re 
currently carrying!

One of the biggest improvements this year was the purchase of several movable walls and glass 
shelving from a gallery that closed in Valley Junction. These walls have added much needed 
surface area for two-dimensional work!

-- Terrie Hoefer, Octagon Shop Manager

10,906
Visitors to the Shop

180
Number of Shop Artists
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OCTAGON PATIO

The patio behind our building is quite the fun little 
oasis in our concrete jungle here in Downtown. The 
staff dug out all the old paint from everywhere in the 
building and invited the public to Paint the Patio as 
an activity during Downtown Ames’ 515 Event in May 
and what a success! With this new “face lift,” the 
Patio has become even more of a common area for 
anyone in the community to utilize. The Back Alley 
Knitters (pictured above) come to the Patio for a 
private space for community and crafts!

As is common with older buildings 
like ours, the chimney needed to 
be repaired this year. Fortunately, 
we were able to save a significant 
portion of it! Ours is one of the 
last chimneys in Downtown Ames 
that is available as a roost for the 
migrating chimney swifts whose 
habitat is ever dwindling. Todd 
Burras, the owner of Wild Birds 
Unlimited counted over 400 birds 
roosting in our chimney this May!

The Chimney Swifts Return!
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GATHERINGS!

Thank you to our community for supporting our 3rd 
year hosting Patio Parties! We love featuring a wide 
variety of performance genres and welcoming 
performers at all stages of their careers, whether 
that be as hobbyists or as veteran show-people. 

During Summer 2022 we were able to share the Patio 
with 5 musical artists; and in Summer 2023 we were 
so happy to showcase 8 more amazing performers! 

Patio Parties all  Summer Long!

Patio Lineup 2022:
May - Elizabeth Zimmerman (Soul, Jazz)
June – Sondra Wilson
July – Tyler Miller
Aug – Prince Poly (Bedroom Punk)
Sept – Emmett Phillips Jr. (Hip Hop)

Patio Lineup 2023:
May – Leo Bird (Stand-up)
June - Cyre Empire™ (Hip Hop)
July – The Bone People (Jazz, R&B)
Aug - King Wylde (Rock, R&B)
Sept – Madhyami Deshmukh (Classical Sitar)
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EDUCATION

> Wool Felted Animals
> Kids Crazy Comic Book Camp
> Wheel Throwing Classes
> Hand Built Ceramics Classes
> Junk Art!
> Found Object Art Workshop
> Children’s Book Illustration Workshop
> Puppets & Masks Camp

F a l l  2 0 2 2 W i n t er  2 0 2 2

> Very Silly Monster Workshop
> Coptic Bookmaking Workshop
> Wheel Throwing
> Pastel and Charcoal Drawing
> Watercolor Painting
> Drawing Workshop 
> Hand Built Holiday Ornaments

Classes and Camps and

In June 2022, the Octagon was awarded $6000 from Youth and Shelter Services (YSS) to 
provide art experiences and outreach opportunities for the Summer Kids Clubs in Madrid, 
Boone, Ogden and United schools. We provided two new art projects each week for 120 
children over the summer. Simultaneously, the Octagon hosted summer art camps and 
also held art programming at the Octagon for over 260 children for the Boys and Girls 
Clubs through funding provided by REG and the Ames 100 Women Who Care.

In the spring of 2023, we were designated a Host Site for 
Americorps Youth Outreach Educator position. We were extremely 
lucky to have Anna Segner, an ISU Art Instructor, help us with our 
summer art camp programs for children in K-5th grade. 

We currently offer free community events such as monthly mending 
nights (A Place to Mend), weekly open ceramic studios for current 
and past Octagon ceramics students, and our Valentine making 
workshop in February. We hope to host more open studios in 
different disciplines, like printmaking and fiber arts.

-- Beth Weninger, Education Director
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S p r i n g  2 0 2 3

> Wheel Throwing Classes
> Procreate: Digital Illustration/Painting
> Tiny Travel Trailers Camp
> Painted Animals Camp 
> Pocket Pets & Sweater Stuffies Camp
> ZWAP! Zero Waste Art Projects Camp

S u m m er  2 0 2 3

350
Students of All Ages

260
Children from the 
Boys & Girls Club

38
Classes, Camps, and

Workshops

Each season we offer a variety of different classes and workshops, as well 
as several opportunities that repeat on a regular basis: 

Exploring Art & Creative Explorations
For children 18mo. to 3yrs. and 3 to 5 yrs. respectively, 
these weekly classes are filled with activities focused 
on playful, artistic, and sensory exploration!

All Kinds of Art
All day workshops for children in Grades K – 5 during 
no-school days. Students can spend the day making a 
variety of different projects while learning about art!

Ceramics Open Studios
Each week our North/Clay Studio 
is open to all current and past 
students of ceramics classes to 
practice skills and processes 
independently. 

 Workshops, Oh My!

> Wheel Throwing Classes 
> Wool Felting Basics Workshop
> Spring Break Art Camp
> Pastel Drawing 
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OCTAGON EVENTS
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The Octagon Art Festival
September 25th, 2022

OCTAGON ART FESTIVAL SPONSORS

10,000
Approximate 
Attendance!

84
Artists Participated 

From 6 States

The Octagon Art Festival takes place the fourth Sunday of each September 
along Main Street in downtown Ames, IA. The festival is held outdoors on 
pavement, rain or shine! Visual arts, children’s art area, food vendors and 

performing arts form the foundation of the Octagon Art Festival. 

8 Live Performances: Our Amazing Food Trucks:
      > The Vida Sisters > Elizabeth Zimmerman  > Jack’s Beef Delight        > Smiles & Gyros
      > Steve George Band > Alleygrass  > Sweet Treats          > Hy-Chi Food Truck
      > Vinyl Vagabonds > ISU Orchesis | Dance  > Los Primos Grill          > Sandwich Studio
      > Mirage Middle Eastern Dance Troupe  > Karam’s Grill llc.
      > Music on the Move: Second Chair Brass

Our Festival Booth Award Winner:
Best in Show: Danielle Clouse Gast  (Painting)

Honorable Mention Awards:
Doug Adams  (Mixed Media)       Nancy Briggs  (Ceramic)       Gregg Messer  (Wood)

159
Volunteer Hours Went

Into the Day
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5th Annual  
Business of Art Conference

March 3rd – 4th, 2023

BUSINESS OF ART SPONSORS

Our Keynote Speaker:
Ash Hansen

         Friday Speakers:   Saturday Speakers:
         > Clark Colby      > Amanda Petefish-Schrag    > Panelists:
         > Sheri Benson & Leah Locke      > Caroline Freese        - Barb Walton
         > Cameron Gray      > Allison & Andy McGuire        - Naomi Friend 
         > George Klotzbach      > Cynthia O’Hern        - Mary Kline-Misol

     > Gretchen Bohling        - Anna Segner
     > Lindsay Keast & David Schmitz
     > Casey Bridgham
     > Tiffany Johnson

The Business of Art Conference is designed to 
strengthen skills and provide resources for both 
formally trained and self-taught creatives. Topics can 
include: developing a brand, creating an online 
presence, festivals, galleries, consignment, retail and 
wholesale sales, searching for funding, as well as self-
care and well-being. In addition to sessions for 
professional development, the conference includes 
networking opportunities throughout the day, giving 
attendees the chance to talk one-on-one with both 
speakers and other creatives. All are welcome, 
professional or student, part time or full time, in all 
stages of their career.
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EXHIBITS SPONSORS

DONORS & SPONSORS

Ames Silversmithing

Ames Writers Collective

Center for LGBTQIA+ Student Success

City of Ames Commission on the Arts
       Humanities Iowa

Iowa Arts Council & Iowa Department 
       of Cultural Affairs

Iowa Cancer Consortium

Margaret Sloss Center for Women
& Gender Equity       

Mary Greeley Medical Center

Norma Leah Ovarian Cancer Initiative

Photosynthesis

Soulful Healing Yoga

 The Art & Visual Culture Department

William R. Bliss Cancer Center

OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Susie Petra
Steven Petska
Kelly Poole
Dot & Steven Prater
Rebecca Pritchard-Simpson
Mayra Ramirez
Merry Rankin & Tom Anderson
Jorgen & Martha Rasmussen
Rae Reilly
Suzanne & Ted Roberts
Klaus & Ursula Ruedenberg
Rue Ann Sams
Dirk & Lucinda Scholten
Richard & Jasmine Seagrave
Becky & Samuel Senti
Jennifer & Michael Sibley
June Smith
Lois Stoltze
Kathy Svec & Dorian Stripling
Lynn Swan
Dale Thompson
Bill & Toni Whitman
Lee Anne & Steve Willson
Sharon & Donald Wirth
Beth Wunder 
Erica Yanecek
Marlys Young Potter 
Thomas & Zora Zimmerman

John & Mary Haila
Phyllis Helland & Raymond Morse
Gary Hoard
Judie & David Hoffman
Linda Holvik
Etha Hutchcroft
Sharon Jenkins & Peter Moore
Gloria J. Jensen
Sally & Jerry Jones
Catherine Jones-Davies
Michael King & Sarah Nusser
Sally & Harvey Lapan
Donald Lewis & Dorothy Ohl Lewis
Indgrid Lilligren & Steven Grody
Efstathia Lingren
Joel & Selena Lueck
Mary Ann & Paul Lundy
Beverly & Warren Madden
Olivia Madison & Gregory Palermo
Jacob Marti
Chris & Tammi Martin
Marie Mayer
Ana & Ed McCracken
Wayne Messer
John Miranowski & Susana Goggi
Mary Ann & Charles Mulford
Terry & Karen Murphy
Frances & John Parrott
John & Cynthia Paschen

Penny & John Adam
Teresa Albertson
Iver & Nancy Anderson
Thomas Andre & Susan Hegland
Dawn Baldwin
Pat & Louis Banitt
William Barry & Lisa Banitt
Jim Beckwith
Jim & Carol Brannon
Terry Brigman
Deanne Brill & Jeanne Jansen
George Burnet & Martha Anderson
Lynne Carey & Navid Emami
Cathy & David Carlyle
Vivian M. Cook
Patti Cotter & Peter Orazem
Martha Dahlin
Renate & Dieter Dellmann
Pamela Douglas
Linda & Tom Emmerson
Tara Fisher
Aaron Foley
Elizabeth & Thomas Gardner
Jennifer Garst & Steve Libbey
Ethel George
Cindy Gordon
Karl & Barbara Gwiasda
Emily Hager
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HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS
Karl & Barbara Gwiasda
Emily Hager
Susan & Thomas Harrington
Nanette & David Heer
Elizabeth & Randy Hertz
Gary Hoard
Roberta & Alan Johnson
Linda Johnson
Earl B. & Shane Kavanaugh
Letitia & Hugo Kenemer
Michael King & Sarah Nusser
Sue & Larry Koehrsen
Owen Kolstad & Mary Wickham
Judy & Daniel Krier
Fern Kupfer & Joseph Geha
Greg Lamont
Heather & Patrick Lanning
Sally & Harvey Lapan
Jennie LeGates & Fritz Wehrenberg
Christine & Roger Leiran Wise
Linda Lewis Lieberman & 
         Gary Lieberman
Ingrid Lilligren & Steven H Grody
Amy Logan & George Logan
Mary Logsdon
Ana Luz
Beverly & Warren Madden
Sophia Magill
Chris & Tammi Martin
Dan & Alex McClanahan
Ian McKilligan
Mary & Joe Merchant
John Miranowski & Susana Goggi
Rochelle Nickolay

Michaela O'Hara Peterson
Jim & Frankee Oleson
Motoko Lee Oulman & Charles Oulman
Gail A. & Michael D. Pace
John & Cynthia Paschen
John & Lynette Pohlman
Kyle Poorman & Kandice Harper
Mary & D Raj Raman
Merry Rankin & Tom Anderson
Ellen Rasmussen
Jane Robinette
Carla & Randy Sacco
Paul Sacks
Laura Schinnow & Ron Palumbo
David & Lori Schmitz
Dirk & Lucinda Scholten
Becky & Samuel Senti
Wesley Shank
Allison Sheridan & Chris Conklin
Suzan & John Shierholz
Lynette Spicer & Paul Lasley
Sarah & Pamela Story
Kathy Svec & Dorian Stripling
Louisa Tabatabai
Keli & Mike Tallman
Brandon Wahler & Stephen Miller
Alan & Ellen Wanamaker
Betsy West & Gary Alexander
Bill & Toni Whitman
Lee Anne & Steve Willson
Sharon & Donald Wirth
Stacy Woodward
Thomas & Zora Zimmerman
The Zwagerman Household

Tami Albright
Deb Anders-Bond & Robert Anders
Ingrid Anderson
Tavis & Jennifer Anderson
Betty &Tom Barton
Jim & Paul Beckwith
Lindsay Borst
Jim & Carol Brannon
Deanne Brill & Jeanne Jansen
Jennifer Brockpahler
Barbara & Roger Bruene
Helle Bunzel & Joydeep Bhattacharya
Lynne Carey & Navid Emami
Cathy & David Carlyle
Keri Carstens & Reese Henderson
Marcia Chadly & Eva Morrell
Karin & Patrick Chitty
Patti Cotter & Peter Orazem
Samantha & Stephen Cross
John & Ruthellen Cunnally
Meg Davis
Peggy Earnshaw & Paul Tanaka
Carol Elbert
David Faux
Jan & Cornelia Flora
Keith & Carol Folkmann
Bronwyn Frame & Giancarlo Moschini
Elizabeth & Thomas Gardner
Jennifer Garst & Steve Libbey
Jennifer & Doug Gentile
Larry Gleason
Winifred & Mark Gleason
Barbi & Reggie Greenlaw
Jill & Mike Guffy

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Lisa Avalos    |    Martha Benson    |    Gary & Carol Kline

MEMBERSHIP

We want to thank all of our members at all levels. Without your support 
we wouldn’t be able to put on the quantity nor quality of events, 
exhibits, classes, or workshops that we do. Your support means the 
world to us and to our community.  

- Theresa Warren, Office Manager
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INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Heidi Ackerman
Joy Adams
Jacque Andrew
Susan Barry
Jonnie Becker
Dan Bergland
Julie Bisher
Rachel Boose
Paul Bruski
Sue & Bill Burke
Judith Burris
Eric Butler
Cinzia Cervato
Lynn Clark
Karen Combs
Mary De Baca
Susan DeVries
Brooke Dietsch
Kristin Dillavou
Cappie Dobyns
Joan Dubberke

Molly Ethridge
Rodney Forslund
Kathleen Foster-Wendel
Marilla Fox
Lauren Frandsen
Cathie Gebhart
Susan Gent
Mary Gersema
Megan Gilligan
Sharla Glick
Alison Goldsmith
Connie Hall
Belinda Hedrick
Lisa Henschel
Susan Hogan
Steve Hyland
Gloria J. Jensen
Kristine Johansen
Michele Johnson
Roger Jones
Sally H. Jones

Ginny Migaard
Margaret Junkhan
Steven Kawaler
Barbara Kesl
Tammy Koolbeck
DJ Lauritsen
Linda Lehman
Phyllis Lepke
Fred Lewis
Efstathia Lingren
Mark Looney
Mary Ann Lundy
Olivia Madison
Jean Marsden
Jacob Marti
Beth Martin
Joyce Matters
Ana McCracken
Ellen McIntosh
Helen McRoberts

Charissa Menefee
Julia Minkler
Susan Minks
Jane Montgomery
Edward Morton
Kim Moss
Susan Moulder
Jon Muller
Jo Myers-Walker
Isaac Nelson
Barbara Olson
Sue Osweiler
Sarah Owen
Barbara Peterson
Steven Petska
Rani Primmer
Marie Raman
Rae Reilly
Marty Schiel
Sandra Searl
Barbara Shaw

Patricia Sindt
Sam Stagg
Donna Starck
West Steel
Kevin Stow
Shelley Taylor
Dawn Taylor
Anne Temple
Roxanne Thompson
Lori Topp
Dean Traver
Lynne Van Valin
Kathy Vannoy
Joan Weakland
Mark Widrlechner
Alicia Wilkinson
Lester A. Wilson
David Wright
Beth Wunder
Marlys Young Potter

ARTIST MEMBERS
Rebecca Abarr
Carolyn Abbott
Penny Adam
Tiffany Antone
Gianfranco Archimede
Artizin Studio
Dawn Baldwin
Carol & Denny Barrick
Layna Bentley
Janet Benskin
Sherry Berghefer
Leo Bird
Suzanne Block
Kate Brennan Hall
Nancy Briggs
Terry Brigman
Joel & Karma Brokaw
Jordan Brooks
Maureen Burke
Fran Burke-Vens
Tina Campbell
Jeanette Carson
Lory Chaplin
Tiberiu Chelcea
Caitlyn Chellew
MarkChidister
Eunkyung Cho
Art Ciccotti
Buzz Coren
Christine Cowan
Mary Cowan
Katie Crawford
Susan Cunningham

Natalie Deam
LaVon DeVore
Mark Doherty
Liz Dohrmann
Maggie Douglas
Pamela Douglas
Helen Drake
Katie DuVal Mihelich
Judith Eastburn
Linda Emmerson
Lee Enslow
Rebecca Erickson
Kristy Evans
Caroline Freese
Naomi Friend
Jennifer Gauerke
Delaney Gibbons
Ana Gomez
Nancy Goodman
MaryAnn Grapp
Jennie Greimann
Clark Grinde
James Gunning
Erik Gustafson
Ryan Halbur
Caleb Hans Polashek
Rae Hattan
Rex Heer
Jim Hellemn
Jen Hem
Katharine Hensley
Laurie Hoifeldt
Gracie Horne

Donna Moyer
Michele Mullen
Lonna Nachtigal
Christ Nevels
Nicole Nevels
Susan Norris
Chris Norris
Hailey Nyman
Louise O'Donnell
Pamela Ohnemus
Rosalise Olson
Lynsi Pasutti
Katy Patterson
Brent Pearce
Clint Petersen
Mark Peterson
Sasha Phillips
Joseph Plum
Timothy Pross
Shana Rainey
Kyle Renell
Lori Ristau
Kristin Roach
Kimberlee Rocca
Karen Ruff
Ruben Ruiz
Denese Sanden
Nancy Sartori
Pat Schlarbaum
Nancy Schneider
Kelly Schwartz
Rhonda Scott
Maureen Seamonds

Julie Hughes
Catherine Huisman
Etha Hutchcroft
Ann Johnson
Connie Johnson
Juliana Jones
Catherine Jones-Davies
Kuntal Raythatha  
          Ruhaan Kamsagara
Dan Kemp
Andrew Kingsbury
Holli Kinstle
Diane Kunzler
Carl Kurtz
Heather Landolt
Diane Lowry
Svetlana Lubota
David Luck
Joel Lueck
Emily Lupita
Jennifer Maguire
Daniel Marks
Debra Marquart
Louise Mcilhon
Virginia McKeever
Matthew McLain
Sara Merritt
Matthew Merritt
Mike Mittermeier
Nancy Montgomery
Michael Moore
Patricia Morris
Indee Moss

Jessica Shimek
Richard Shook
Tina Slykhuis
Jill Sneed
Jacob Soendker
Josh Sorrell
Melissa Stenstrom
Tracey Stewart
Robert Sunderman
Lynn Swan
Alyssa Tauber
Troy Thomas
Barb Thompson
Sean Thornton
Mark True
Melynda Van Zee
Ashley Vance
Lisa Victoria
Tatiana Vyushkina
Ruth Waite
Robert Wallace
Rachel Weber
Mary Weisgram
Marlene Weisshaar
Abigail West
Justin West
Beverly Westra
Amanda Williams
Kelsey Wilson
Alex Wilson
Norma Wolff
Irina Yavorskaya
Dafang Zhang



‘22 – ‘23 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Net Income: $109,927
Cash on Hand: $67,377
Endowment Total: $218,265

Total Assets: $655,890

THE OCTAGON IN A NUTSHELL

Number of Members 275
Number of Gifts 191
Volunteer Hours 442
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FY22-23 FINANCIALS

Grants
$58,123

45%

Membership
$9,092

Donations
$37,864

Outreach
$6,246

Endowments
$18,417

Education
$37,696

Rentals & 
Other

$16,683

Exhibits
$9,945

3%

Support
$126,712

Octagon Shop
$118,603

Art Festival
$37,570

  INCOME = $347,209  

General Admin.
$33,718

Salaries & 
Personnel

$84,081
51%

Utilities
$21,249

Marketing
$7,694Facilities

$18,407

Education
$30,655

Exhibits
$34,145

Aministration
$165,150

Support
$696
0.2%

Octagon Shop
$123,582

Art Festival
$5,228

1.5%

  EXPENSES = $359,456  

For our full Statement of Financial Position, please visit 
octagonarts.org/about-2/funding-annual-report/ 
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ATTEND AN EVENT
Events are happening all the time! The Octagon Art Festival and the 
Business of Art Conference occur each year and are great 
opportunities to explore the art in our community.

TAKE A CLASS
The Octagon offers all kinds of art classes, workshops and camps 
throughout the year for students of all ages and skill levels. Topics 
and media vary and we’re always looking for new instructors too!

PURCHASE A GIFT
The Octagon Shop is a consignment retailer for original works for 
180+ artists. With something for every budget and every taste, 
you’re sure to find something special. 

VIEW THE EXHIBITS
Our Community Gallery is totally free to the public and displays 10-
12 exhibits each year, featuring a variety of artwork created by 
artists local, national, and international. 

BECOME A MEMBER
Members make it possible to keep our programming and events 
accessible to everyone in our community. Current members enjoy a 
10% discount on all Shop purchases and classes!

LOOKING TO SUPPORT THE OCTAGON?

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, 
or sign up for our email newsletter 

to get the most up to date information 
on new events, classes, and exhibits!

facebook instagram octagonarts.org
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